
2016 
 

Sports Connection and Carolina Juniors 
Volleyball Build 4 New Sand Volleyball Courts 
and Continue to Offer More Beach Programs 

and Tournaments. 
 

Youth and Adults enjoy learning and playing Doubles, Triples 
and Quads from April-September. 

 
Paste Link Below In Browser To View Time Lapse Video  

Of Plywood & Sport Court Installation 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QH4E2fTgowg  

 

 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QH4E2fTgowg


 Carolina Juniors Volleyball Needs more 
Volleyball Courts. Sports Connection Decides 

to say Goodbye to Indoor Soccer and No Longer 
be a Soccer AND Volleyball Facility.  

 
Sports Connection removes the Indoor Turf Field and no 

longer offers Indoor Soccer for the first time in 17 years! The 9 
New Volleyball Courts are configured in groups of 3 Courts 
each to allow for better organization of practices and more 

Player and Spectator space for locally hosted Tournaments to 
be offered by CJV and Sports Connection in the future.  

  

 
 

Click or Paste Link Below In Browser To View Time Lapse Video  
Of Removal of Turf and Wood and Installation of Sport Court 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4tqS_PcEZhk  
 

 
9 PERMANENT Volleyball Courts, 1 Outdoor Turf Field 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4tqS_PcEZhk


2017 
 

CJV Continues to Grow in South Charlotte and 
North Charlotte.  Northlake Expands from 4 

Volleyball Courts to 6 Courts and a VW Bug is  
Purchased to help Advertise the Growing 

Volleyball Club.  
 

Northlake  
 

 
 

 



The CJV Beach Volleyball Courts are Moved to 
Behind the Granite Street Building and the 

Dark Ride XD Theater is Installed at the 
Ballantyne Family Entertainments Center. 

 

 
 
 

 



2018 
 

CJV offers Volleyball Tournaments at Granite 
Street and Northlake and Purchase a Food 

Truck to Provide Food for Tournament Guests 
at the Granite Street Location 

 
Sports Connection hosted volleyball tournaments during the 

first few years of operations in 1995-2000, but because of 
space limitations, focused more on local youth leagues versus 

tournaments for the next 17 years. In 2018, CJV hosted 8 
tournaments and the goal for the future is to host 10-12 

tournaments per year.  
 

 
 



CJV Partners with Beach South to offer 
Seasonal and Year-Round Beach Volleyball. 

The Beach South Partnership paves the way to 
Start Carolina Beach Volleyball Academy. 

 

 
 

 
 

  



2019 
 

Sports Connection Replaces the 24-year-old 
Sport Court Flooring at the Granite Street 

Volleyball Center.  
 

Sports Connection purchased Sport Court flooring in 1995 and 
then again during the expansion of the Granite Street location 

in 2016. Unfortunately, the new flooring purchased in 2016 
was defective, so a search was begun to find the best flooring 

solution for the next 25 years. During the search, Allan & Kelly 
Haseley came across a number of players playing a game with a 
“small yellow ball and a paddle”. After playing Pickleball once, 
the decision was made to make sure the new flooring would be 

compatible for Volleyball AND Pickleball. 
 

In May 2019, the new Tarkett Flooring was installed to provide 
CJV with 9 volleyball courts. The courts also easily convert to 

14 indoor Pickleball courts. 
 

 



According to Sports & Fitness Industry 
Association, Pickleball is the Fastest Growing 

Sport with over 2.8 million Players.  
 

Pickleball Charlotte is created to offer Charlotte area players 
with Open Play, Clinics, Tournaments, Lessons and Other 

Programs. Leesa Walker is hired as the Pickleball Charlotte full 
time director. In the first 6 months, Pickleball Charlotte has 

over 1,000 different players play on the new courts. 
  

 
 

 
 

      



 

The Charlotte 
Dilly News 

November 2019 

 

   All Things Pickleball in 

   the Greater Charlotte Area 

   ...and Beyond 
 

 

 

Our Most Valuable Picklers 
this month are the fine folks 

responsible for Pickleball 
Charlotte at The Sports 

Connection: Owners Allan 
and Kelly Haseley and 

Director of Pickleball Leesa 
Walker. 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

By the end of 2019, Pickleball Charlotte has over 100 players 
playing each weekday on INDOOR Volleyball Courts from 10 

AM - 1 PM. Pickleball was gaining popularity around the 
country and since it was not possible to dedicate any more 

INDOOR space for Pickleball, a goal for 2020 was to build some 
OUTDOOR Pickleball Courts.  

  



2020 
 

Inner Peaks Purchases the former Grand Slam 
Baseball Building and Moves into a NEW Home 
after 21 years in the same Rented warehouse.  

  
21 years of rock-climbing dust created a huge mess to clean up. 

The Sports Connection staff did a great cleaning up the old 
facility to make room for new volleyball courts. The new Inner 

Peaks location roof is expanded to accommodate a 55’ high 
speed wall. 

 

             
 
 

             
 
 

 



CJV Continues to Grow and adds a NEW 
Volleyball Center in Matthews, NC and 

Partners with Union Select Volleyball Club. 
  

CJV has 9 Indoor Volleyball Courts and 3 Outdoor Beach Courts 
at the Granite Street (SOUTH) location, 6 Indoor Volleyball 
Courts at the Northlake (NORTH) location, and now 3 NEW 

courts at the CJV-East (EAST) location.  The CJV-East building 
had been the original location of the Inner Peaks Climbing 

Center for the past 21 years.  
 

 
 

 



Sports Connection closes all 4 CJV Volleyball 
Locations and Family Entertainment Centers 
and both Inner Peaks Climbing Facilities due 

to the Coronavirus (COVID-19). 
 

On March 16, 2020, all Sports Connection locations are forced 
to close and lay off over 300 employees as government 
mandated orders are given for businesses to close and 

everyone to remain in their homes.  
 

 
 

What happened during and after the COVID Epidemic, no one 
could have ever imagined. Everyone was ordered to stay inside 
or maintain a 6 feet social distance when out in public. People 
wore face masks, plastic gloves and only businesses deemed 

“essential” were allowed to open. Most Sports Connection 
locations were closed for 18 months. It was a dark and 

depressing time for many people, businesses, and the world. 
Sports Connection was very fortunate compared to many other 

small businesses. 



Mike And Bre Rhem Move to Charlotte to help 
Allan and Kelly Maintain all Sports Connection 
Locations and Rebuild During and After COVID.  

 
Mike Rhem, Allan’s nephew, and his wife (Bre) made the big 

decision at the end of 2019 to relocate to Charlotte, NC to help 
learn and manage the Sports Connection buildings and 

operations. Their first day at their new job was April 15, 2020, 
one month after all the locations and most of the world had 

shut down due to COVID.   
 

“When life gives you lemons, you make lemonade.” With no 
employees to manage, no customers to wait on and no 

buildings to open, the decision was made to use the down time 
to learn the business from the ground up and start to renovate 

all locations and rethink the future for Sports Connection. 

 

    
  



Sports Connection uses the Unfortunate Down 
Time to Renovate Facilities and Operations. 

 
With all Fitness Centers, Bowling Facilities, Arcades, 

Recreation Centers, Café’s etc being forced to remain closed by 
the US and NC Government, Sports Connection decides to use 

this time to renovate all 3 locations. With all staff on 
unemployment, and many looking for something to do in their 
spare time, the decision is made to do something other than sit 
at home all day and watch “Tiger King” on Netflix and listen to 

the depressing news!  
 

On the following pages is a recap of the projects done in the 
next 18 months. You can also view a full-time lapse video of all 

projects by clicking on the link below. 
 

Click To View The Sports Connection Project Video  
During Covid (March - December 2020) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ULOVNbB1vrQ   

 

List of Major Projects Accomplished During COVID 
 

• Renovation of the Ballantyne Family Entertainment Center 
Floors. 

 

• Removal of the Outdoor Soccer Field at Granite Street. 
 

• New Outdoor Pickleball and Beach Volleyball Courts built.  
 

• Removal of all Rides, Bouncers, Games, Ropes Course and 
other Family Entertainment Center things at Northlake and 
transform the 80,000 sqft building back to a “Sports Center” 

with Volleyball, Basketball, Futsal and Pickleball.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ULOVNbB1vrQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ULOVNbB1vrQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ULOVNbB1vrQ


Ballantyne’s FEC Floors are Refinished, and 
Overall Facility is Cleaned Up.  

 
When does a business that is open 7 days a week, 360 days a 

year find three straight weeks to refinish their concrete floors, 
replace their old carpet and repaint the entire interior of their 

business?  During the COVID shut down. Hope that never 
happens again! 

 

 
 

 
 

  



Outdoor Artificial Soccer Field at Granite 
Street is Removed to make room for Pickleball 

Courts and Beach Volleyball Courts. 
 

Sports Connection was one of the first private Sports Centers 
to install an Artificial Activity Field almost 20 years ago. Having 

sold SportsLink a few years earlier and with the growth of 
Pickleball and Beach Volleyball (and the mandate to social 

distance or stay outdoors), the decision was made to remove 
the Soccer Field and Build 4 Pickleball and 3 Beach Volleyball 

Courts. 
 

     
 

     
 



4 Outdoor Pickleball Courts are well Received 
and have lots of Players Playing, especially 

weeknights and weekends. 
 

Since most public Pickleball courts are locked in fear of 
spreading COVID and private clubs and indoor gyms must 

adhere to government mandates that “Basketball Facilities, 
Bowling Alleys, etc” must remain closed, the private Outdoor 
Pickleball courts are packed. If you have ever been to North 
Carolina in the summer, it is VERY HOT and players really 

wanted to play indoors with the AC. 
 

After checking all government documents, no one could find 
where it specifically prohibited “Indoor Pickleball or Volleyball 

Facilities” from being open….so the back door was left 
unlocked, players let themselves in, brought their own balls, 
wore masks and gloves at their own discretion, and of course 
“stayed out of the kitchen” to remain 14 feet apart from each 

other and DID NOT tap paddles at the end of the game. 
 

Since there were no organized Volleyball programs, Pickleball 
players were able to play INDOORS all day and night and on 
weekends and get out of the house. It was a terrible summer 

for the world, but many local Pickleball players played a lot of 
Pickleball at Pickleball Charlotte since most were out of work 

and nothing else to do. 
 

   



Sports Connection Converts Northlake “Family 

Entertainment Center” to a “Sports Center”. 

 
In 2012, Sports Connection added Arcade Games, Rides, Ropes 

Course, Bumper Cars, Moon Bouncers, etc. to the Northlake 
“Sports Center” to create Sports AND Family Entertainment. 

After 8 great years of hosting Birthday Parties and lots of 
Family Fun, the decision was made to use the downtime caused 

by COVID to renovate the facility back to a “Sports Center”. 
 

The new changes included adding 11 Volleyball Courts that 
could convert to 6 Basketball Courts, 4 Futsal or Field Hockey 
Courts or 4 Pickleball Courts. With all the recreation centers 

and church gyms closed due to COVID, the change back to 
SPORTS was well received by the community. 

 
 

 
Before 

 
After 

 
Before 

 
After 

 


