“Keep Your Eye
On The Ball”

Sports Connection
The First 30 Years
1995 - 2025
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Timeline - 1995 - 2025

1995  Volleyball Unlimited Opens In Rented Warehouse.
1996 Carolina Juniors Volleyball Merges With 3 Local Clubs.

1997 Indoor Soccer Rentals By Guillermo On Volleyball Courts.
TeamWorks Adventure Center Built Above Volleyball Courts.

1998 Named Changed To Sports Warehouse. Built “Warehouse”.
New Indoor Soccer And Volleyball Center Opens.
First Birthday Party.

1999 Inner Peaks Rock Climbing Partnership And New Facility.
Encore Gymnastics Partnership.

2001 Purchase Charlotte Sports & Social Club.
First Artificial Turf Field Built At Granite Street.

2002 Open Extreme Sports Park At Granite Street.
2003 Open The “Duece” - Volleyball Unlimited #2.

2005 Partner With Evan Miller and Charlotte Sports Center.
Purchase Lil’ Kickers Youth Soccer Franchise.

2006 Purchase Land In Ballantyne For New Sports Center.
Change Name To Sports Connection.
Change Plans To Build Family Entertainment Center.

2007 Sports Connection Family Entertainment Center Opens.
Partnership with Peak Fitness To Manage Fitness Center.

2008 First Year Of FEC During 2008 Global Recession.
2009 Peak Fitness Declares Bankruptcy. Sports & Fitness Born.

2010 Sports Connection And Interlink Merge. Create SportsLink.
Partner, Then Purchase AIM Fitness Training Center.
Purchase Some Shares Of Charlotte Sports Center.

Breast Cancer Walk And First Sports Connection Video.



2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017
2018

2019

2020

Purchase All Of Charlotte Sports Center And Building.
Sell SportsLink To Focus On FEC, Fitness Centers and CJV.
Purchase Building And Open 7t Sports & Fitness.

Major Renovation Of Northlake To FEC and Fitness Center.
Staff Builds Habitat House From Ground Up For 12 Days.
Sports & Fitness Sold To Fitness Connection.

New Turf And Walls for Northlake Indoor Soccer Field.
Granite Street Indoor Soccer Renovated With New Turf.

Partnered With John Lytton With Performance Unlimited.
Purchase Evan’s Shares In All Businesses And Buildings.

Northlake Renovated Again To Add More Volleyball Courts.
Residential Division Added To Lease Houses To Employees.

Created Carolina Futsal And Partnered With Guillermo.
Added More Volleyball Courts. Shared Soccer Fields.
Carolina Juniors Volleyball Makes Major Changes For Future.
Sports Connection Celebrates 20t Anniversary.

Built New Dedicated Beach Courts On Neighbors Property.
Converted Both Indoor Soccer Fields To Volleyball Courts.

More Volleyball Courts Added. Beach Courts Moved. C]JV Bug.

Volleyball Tournaments Added. Food Truck Purchased.
Partnership With Beach South To Grow Beach Volleyball.

24-Year-0ld Sport Court Replaced With Tarkett Flooring.
Pickleball Charlotte Is Created. Pickleball Boom Starts.

Inner Peaks Purchases Building And Moves After 21 Years.
CJV East Opens In Old Inner Peaks Building. Purchases UVC.
COVID Closes 6 Locations. Hundreds Of Staff Laid Off.

Mike And Bre Rhem Join Allan And Kelly To Help Manage SC.

Major Renovation Plans For All Locations Created.



2021 New Software Purchased To Manage Pickleball Charlotte.
Ballantyne FEC Slowly Begins To Reopen.
New Partner, Jon Brady, Joins The FEC Team At Ballantyne.
Tennis, Futsal, Basketball And Field Hockey Added To SC.

2022 Pickleball Charlotte Set To Merge With Charlotte Indoor.
First Indoor Dedicated Pickleball Facility Opens Nov 2022.

2023 Outdoor Pickleball Courts Open At Ballantyne.
Sports Connection Purchases Charlotte Indoor Tennis.
Pickleball Charlotte Opens 2nd Dedicated Indoor Facility.

2024 Pickleball Is Booming At Pickleball Charlotte.
Pickleball Charlotte Opens 3 Dedicated Indoor Facility.
Northlake Renovated AGAIN For Volleyball AND Pickleball.

2025 Jon Brady Leaves Sports Connection Family Entertainment.

Charlotte Padel and SC Partner To Add Indoor Padel Courts.
Golf Simulators Are Added To Ballantyne FEC Location.
SC Merges Three Old Outdoor Tennis Centers Together.
Sports Connection Celebrates 30t Anniversary! 1995-2025.

To View Complete SC History Online

https://SportsConnectionNC.com /the-history-of-sports-connection
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1995

Allan and Kelly Haseley Open Volleyball
Unlimited, a 4-Court Volleyball Facility in
Charlotte, NC.

The business plan was to provide a facility for the players in
the Charlotte Parks and Recreation Men’s, Women'’s, and Coed
Volleyball Leagues where Allan and Kelly played, but were
frustrated with the facilities and leagues.
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Game plan called
for finding site with
easy access for players

BRIAN GOTT STAFF WRITER

hen Allan Haseley got the

idea for Volleyball Unlim-

ited, he knew finding the

right location would pro-
vide the spike he needed to make his
business a success.

The volleyball enthusiast and his
wife, Kelly, opened their indoor volley-
ball center in December in a warehouse
on Wood Branch Drive off Westing-
house Boulevard. But first a lot of
planning went into site seélection.

The pair first took a market survey.
“We distributed flyers and mailers
back in August and September to deter-

START-UP

mine whether there was enough interest
in Charlotte to support a facility,” says
Haseley, who left a job with a property-
management consultant to start the
company. “We had a business-reply
card people could return. We had over
300 returned and we determined where
they came from with ZIP codes and
plotted them on a map.”

The survey was the basis for his site
search. Haseley knew he wanted a loca-
tion near an interstate and a site that
was less than 30 minutes from the ZIP

Tayl(:r showed him the 19,200

thﬂbmmmullmm-nnMwnmu.

1o the survey.

He also had inflexible needs such as a
building with at least 28 feet of clear-
ance for volleyball action and a ware-
house where poles weren't in the way.

“We (wanted) to have something
down on South Boulevard, but we're
not in a high-dollar profit business so
most of the rent space down there was
low ceiling and retail space vs. ware-
house space,” Haseley says.

He narrowed his search o two loca-
tions: 1-77 at 1-485 and 1-77 at 1-85. He
chose 1-485 because it's closer to Fort
Mill, Rock Hill and Tega Cay.

“Having it at 485 and 77, nobody
would have o drive much more than 30
minutes at most based on the cards we
got back. If we did it at 1-85, a good

zomng; space needs; shipping and re-

number of people would have had to
drive 45 minutes.” he says.
Haseley turned to Harry Taylor, a bro-

Please see VOLLEYBALL, page 20

ceiving needs; and, of course, location.
He says there are some common er-
rors small businesses make when look-
ing for a site. A number of start-ups
look forspncebaedonptice.l\euys.
which is a mistake,
“One of the bi

q oo ¥ h he's

now The center is just minutes

from 1-77 and 1-485.

are a number of variables a
300 Ick pediact
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has 10 g A
site, Taylor says: To lease or build;

Bgest mistakes 1 see is
peopl dm'lleueenough:pucemd
they don't keep an option open on
more space,” he says.

"It actaally was a little more than
we were looking at, but for in-
::n‘n'hl lpnce:- - it was the
ng rate.” he says of hiy ace,
whiehhumforss.!3a.qumpfoa.
H-any-hoh-cﬂoomomm
costs, which included

floors and nets.
Volleyball Unlimited now has 350

members who pay an annual $35
membership fee. The center hosts up
10 10 league levels each season and
Haseley plans four to five seasons a
yur.'l'heclobdwoﬂ‘u:-numof
otha-.voneyhll events. Its goal for this
year is 500 members and 100 teams,
which would meet projected annual
revenue of $150,000,

Haseley had 47 teams in various
for the recont winter

we see our growth is from

corporations and churches putting in
company-sponsored teams,” he

Volleyball Unlimited also wal:z:m
Spansors, A corporate banner can hang

club $150 per season or
then

for
Businesses
have
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an opportunity
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1996

Volleyball Unlimited Merges with Charlotte
Juniors, Queen City Rivals, and Mizuno South
to Form Carolina Juniors Volleyball (CJV)

The goal of this merger was to offer a combined youth
volleyball club in the Charlotte area. CJV utilized the 4-court
rented indoor Volleyball Unlimited warehouse as their main

practice and tournament facility. Today, Carolina Juniors
Volleyball (CJV) has over 6000 members and hundreds of
teams each year.
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(Logo by Karen Haseley)

Charlotte’s PREMIER Volleyball Club!
With over 1,800 girls ages 8-18 and the most successful high school, middie school

and collegiate coaches in the area, we offer Team Programs for all levels of players!



Volleyball Unlimited
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1997

Volleyball Unlimited Rents Extra Volleyball
Court Space to Guillermo Uribe.

Guillermo uses volleyball courts to teach soccer and small-
sided soccer leagues during times when the volleyball courts
were not being used.

Volleyball Unlimited Partners to Create
TeamWorks Adventure Center.

TeamWorks built a “home-made” high ropes obstacle course
between the columns of the volleyball courts to provide
corporate team building programs during the day and
weekends when the volleyball courts were not being used.
Unfortunately, the new business never actually opened. (Note:
15 years later, Sports Connection adds two indoor
“commercial” Ropes Courses above Arcade Rooms.)



1998

Volleyball Unlimited Changes Name to Sports
Warehouse in November of 1998 and Builds a
New Facility to Offer Soccer in Addition to
Volleyball.

Sports Warehouse builds a 35,000 indoor sports complex on
Granite Street with half of the new facility dedicated to Indoor
Soccer with the other half dedicated to Adult Volleyball and
CJV.

SPORTS

INDOOR SPORTS FACILITY

(Logo by Karen Haseley)

Birthday Parties were not part of the Original
Business Plan, but were later Added to Sports
Warehouse’s offerings.

Mark Richardson of the Carolina Panthers asked to use the
indoor soccer field for his son Ace’s 7t birthday party before
Sports Warehouse opened to the public. Twenty 7-year-old
boys played football and soccer with Mark and Guillermo
quarterbacking each team. What started with one party, as a
favor, has turned in to 400 parties a month at Sports
Connection’s 3 Charlotte locations.
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SERVING CHARLOTTE AND THE METROPOLITAN AREA

Volleyball center spiked

to make way tor more sports

A $1.5 million, 35,000-square-

foot renovated warehouse has
opened as an indoor athletic center
offering basketball, soccer, volley-
ball and lacrosse.
Sports Warehouse, owned and
operated by Allan and Kelly Hase-

Sports
Business

ERIK
SPANBERG

3

ley, is a revamped version of Vol-
leyball Unlimited. The Haseleys
started Volleyball Unlimited as an
indoor facility in 1995. The ven-
ture was successful enough for the
Haseleys to make it a full-time pro-
ject, but it never became profitable.
“The problem we discovered
was that there weren’t a lot of 7-
year-olds playing volleyball,”
Allan Haseley says. “It was all
adults. With the new place, we've
got sports that bring in kids and
adults. It's much stronger in terms
of potential.”
Sports Warchouse employs five
full-ime, and expects annual rev-
enue of $300,000 to $600,000 its

first year. It should begin turning a
profit within two years. The com-
pany is already exploring expan-
sion into the University City area
as well as Columbia.

The Haseleys own the 3.6-acre
tract on Westinghouse Boulevard
that houses the facility. They paid
$306,000 for the land, formerly
owned by Norfolk Southern. Gary
Stephens of Coldwell Banker bro-
kered the deal. Metrolina Builders
Inc. handled design and construc-
tion for the project.

Sports Warehouse draws 80% of
its business through recreational
leagues such as the Charlotte Sport
& Social Club. Fees for volleyball
and basketball courts are $35 an
hour; indoor soccer costs $75 per
hour. The facility also includes a
game room, snack shop and pro
shop.

The facility opened late last
month. Direct-mail flyers have
been sent to the 5,000 people who
have played at Volleyball Unlimit-
ed, and a three-month commercial
run on WCCB-TV is airing.
WFNZ-AM talk-show hosts Steve
Czaban and Sandy Penner are pro-
moting Sports Warehouse on-air,

and 20,000 flyers are being dis-
tributed at area parks and sporting
goods outlets.

“Our marketing has been build-
ing for several months as we’ve
gotten closer to opening,” Haseley
says. “The response has been very
strong.”

Haseley says competition isn't a
problem because sports facilities
such as the YMCA and health
clubs have a narrow membership
focus. By emphasizing recreation-
al leagues, Sports Warehouse has a
broader target audience.

“This is something that people
have been asking for ever since we
started the volleyball business,”
Haseley says. “It was a natural
outgrowth.”

Volleyball Unlimited has been
folded into Sports Warehouse.
Haseley, a 36-year-old former
computer specialist, expects the
client base he built from the volley-
ball venture will help build busi-
ness at Sports Warehouse quickly.

This article appeared in the November 9. 1998
fssue of The Business Journal It has been reprine
od by The Business Journal. and further reprstu
tlon by any other party is strictly prokibited. Copy
righted /998 by The Business Journals of North

Carolina, LLC, 200 West Morchead Street, Swite
200, Charlotte. NC 28202, (704) 971- 1100



1999

Allan and Kelly Haseley Partnered with Doug
and Page Cosby to Create InnerPeaks, an
Indoor Rock Climbing Facility.

Doug and Page were originally looking to rent space inside of
Sports Warehouse, but all partners agreed to rent a larger
warehouse instead in the Five-Points area of Charlotte.
InnerPeaks offers memberships, public climbing, parties, and
camps and works closely with Sports Warehouse on marketing,
joint parties, etc.

BING CGENTER

Sports Warehouse Partners with Sharon Davis
of Encore Gymnastics to Create a 2500 sqft.

Gymnastics Studio Inside Sports Warehouse.
e




2001

Sports Warehouse Purchases Charlotte Sports
Connection, an Outdoor Sport and Social Club,
and Hires the Owner, Bryan Paschal.

Together Sports Warehouse and Charlotte Sports Connection
becomes the largest provider of Adult Sports & Social Activities
(Indoor and Outdoor) in Charlotte.

Sports Warehouse Hires Medallion Athletic
Products to Build the First Outdoor Artificial
Turf Field in Charlotte in the back of Granite St.




2002

Sports Warehouse Partners with Metrolina
Paintball to Form the Extreme Sports Park at
the Sports Warehouse Building.

The Sports Warehouse building was remodeled to have
Paintball (outside on the soccer field), Paintball Pro Shop,
Skate Park, and Laser Tag in place of the volleyball courts. The
courts were placed under the indoor turf field and soccer was
played part of the week and volleyball the other part of the
week by rolling and unrolling the turf each week.

EXTREME SPORTS PARK

at the Sports Warehouse




The Skate Park was Designed by Brandon
Davis, Using his Tony Hawk Video Game!

Brandon, the son of Encore Gymnastics owner Sharon Davis,
designed the entire Skate Park with his Tony Hawk Video
Game. Sharon then converted the video game design to a set of
plans and Medallion Athletic Products was hired to build the
Skate Park.

Sharon Davis and her son, Brandon, used a popular video game to create Chardotte’s first indoor skate
park in Sports Warehouse off Westinghouse Boulevard. SCW photo by Sean O’Connell.

Mother, son make virtual
skate nark a realitv




2003

From 2003 to 2007, Sports Warehouse Rented
a 20,000 sqgft. Indoor Warehouse across the
street from the Granite Street Location and

Called it Sports Warehouse #2 to use for Adult

Volleyball Leagues and CJV. Most Customers
and Employees Referred to the Second
Location as “The Deuce”.

It was at “The Deuce” that the volleyball programs grew to

their highest numbers and allowed the original location to

offer Soccer, Skate Park, Paintball and Laser Tag. Birthday
Parties grew to over 200 per month.




2005

Sports Warehouse Partners with Evan Miller
and Charlotte Sports Center.

Sports Warehouse and Charlotte Sports Center were
competitors for many years. In 2005, Allan & Evan met each
other and decided to work together to cross-market leagues,
parties, and camps, and purchase an internet-based software
(Sports-IT) to allow for a shared customer database between

the two companies, but with separate accounting.

Evan Miller then becomes a partner of Sports Warehouse and
Granite Street Real Estate Investors. Charlotte Sports Center
continues to be owned by Evan and 17 other investors. Allan
and Kelly chose not to become partners at this time of the
Charlotte Sports Center and be partners with so many people
they did not know and had no interest in business on the North

side of Charlotte.
S HARIL 0 TTE :;




Sports Warehouse Purchases a Youth Soccer

Franchise called Lil Kickers for Kids Ages 18

Months to 9 Years of Age for South and North
Charlotte.




