
2006 
 

Sports Warehouse Begins Plans to Build a New 
Sports Center on a Residential Piece of Land in 

the Ballantyne Area of Charlotte. 
 

A deal is structured with Parks & Rec to do a land swap to 
allow more street frontage for the new Sports Center.  A 

rezoning permit is granted allowing the land to be rezoned 
from residential to Institutional-Conditional.  A full set of 

building plans were created for a new 70,000 Sports Center, 
with Basketball, Roller Skating, Fitness Center and Laser Tag.  
After spending money on designs and rezoning, the estimates 
to build the building were 1.5 million over budget due to an 

error by the civil engineer, so the project was put on indefinite 
hold and never built.  That mistake may have cost Sports 

Warehouse a lot of money in the short term, but saved us from 
potential bankruptcy in the long term. 

 



Sports Warehouse Changes Name to Sports 
Connection to have a More “Sophisticated” 
Name than “Warehouse” in Anticipation of 

Opening a New Facility in Ballantyne.  Adds the 
Tag line “Sports & FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT” 

to the Name/Logo. 
 

 



2007 
 

Sports Connection Builds a Family 
Entertainment and Fitness Center (versus a 
Sports Center) in the Ballantyne Area and 

Opens in December 2007. 
 

After much research (and a little luck) it was decided a Family 
Entertainment Center focusing on KIDS and FAMILIES and 

PARTIES had a better chance of success than catering to young 
adults just playing SPORTS.  The plan was to have a number of 
traditional stand alone forms of family entertainment all under 

one roof for all ages….like the Food Court at the Mall. 
 

  
 
 

  
 
 

  



Sports Connection Partners with Peak Fitness 
to Own and Operate a Fitness Center Inside the 

Sports Connection – Ballantyne. 
 

 
 
   



2008 
 

Sports Connection-Ballantyne is Very 
Fortunate during the First Full Year of 

Business to Survive during the “Recession” in 
2008 and 2009 and Actually Experienced 

Tremendous Growth.   
 

Many families chose to save money and gas by having “stay-
cations” at the Sports Connection, versus traveling on more 

expensive “vacations” out of town.  Birthday Parties and 
Alcohol sales also were very high during this period. 
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2009 
 

Sports & Fitness is Created to Take Over the 
Fitness Centers when Peak Fitness files for 

Bankruptcy. 
 

Evan Miller focused on the Fitness Centers while Allan 
continued to focus on the Sports and Family Entertainment 

operations. Sports Connection provided much of the financial 
backing and support to begin expanding Sports and Fitness to 

other locations including Northlake, South Boulevard, 
Morehead, University, Lake Norman, and Indian Trail. 

 

 
 
 

 



2010 
 

Sports Connection Merges with Interlink to 
Create SportsLink. 

 
 

 
 

+ 
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SportsLink owned and managed all Adult Leagues and 
Programs for Indoor and Outdoor Sports in Charlotte and also 

sponsored many Social Events.  Most Indoor Games were 
played at the Sports Connection locations and Outdoor Games 
were played all over town. SportsLink offered leagues in most 

all Sports, including over 400 softball teams each season.  



Sports Connection Purchases AIM Fitness and 
Assumes the Lease of a 10,000 sqft. Personal 

Training Facility on Carmel Road. 
 

After bailing the original owner out of debt, Sports Connection 
hired the owner and other trainers to offer Personal Training. 

 

 
 

After discovering the owner was a thief and the trainers 
proved they could not manage and grow AIM Fitness, Sports 

Connection dissolves AIM Fitness and renames it Sports 
Connection–Carmel Road and adds a soccer field and offers 

leagues and Lil’ Kickers classes. 
 

   



Sports Connection Purchases Shares of 
Charlotte Sports Center (Operations) and CSC 

Real Estate (Building). 
 

When an original CSC investor dies, SC purchases his shares. 
Evan Miller is still the managing member of CSC.  Sports 

Connection continues to choose not to be actively involved 
with CSC and focuses on current Sports Connection locations.  
CSC and Sports Connection continue to share resources and 

partner on marketing, leagues and programs. 

 
(Charlotte Sports Center in 2010) 

 

Sports Connection Staff Participates In First Of 
Many Breast Cancer Walks And Creates First 

Video. 
 

 

Click Here To View the  
“The Tale Of A Sad Puppy” and a 

Tour of Sports Connection. 
 

https://youtu.be/RwYBMamGzQk    

https://youtu.be/RwYBMamGzQk
https://youtu.be/RwYBMamGzQk


2011 
 

Sports Connection Purchases all of Charlotte 
Sports Center and CSC Real Estate and 

Renames CSC, Sports Connection–Northlake. 
 

All Charlotte Sports Center original investors decide to sell 
their shares to Sports Connection.  Evan Miller’s shares are 
contributed to Sports Connection in exchange for additional 

ownerships of Sports Connection.  Allan & Evan strongly feel a 
Sports & Family Entertainment Center and New Fitness Center 
inside the old Charlotte Sports Center will be more profitable 

than the Hockey, Soccer and Basketball. 
 

 
 

 

 



Sports Connection Sells SportsLink to Partner, 
Christian Crute. 

 
With the purchase of Charlotte Sports Center, Sports 

Connection decides to focus on Family Entertainment and 
Fitness Centers, and either own 100% of SportsLink or sell it.  
Sports Connection offers to buy Christian’s 49% ownership, 

but after securing a loan from a friend and actually “flipping a 
coin”, he decides to buy instead of sell.  The decision turns out 
to be in the best long-term interest of Sports Connection and 
allows the business to focus on the more profitable programs 
and activities and locations, instead of adult leagues at remote 

locations on Parks & Recreation fields 

 
 
 

Sports Connection and Evan Miller  
Purchases an old Bi-Lo in Indian Trail and  

Opens the Seventh and Final Sports & Fitness 
Location in Charlotte. 

 

 
 



2012 
 

Northlake is Renovated from a Sports Center 
to a Sports & Family Entertainment Center. 

 
Renovations included removing the Hockey Rink, adding a 

state-of-the-art Sports & Fitness location with separate entry 
and all new equipment, locker rooms, etc., as well as adding a 
Family Entertainment Center with a Game Room, Laser Tag, 
Bouncers, Mini Bowling, Party Rooms, and basketball courts. 

 

 
 

    



Sports Connection, Sports & Fitness, Carolina 
Juniors and InnerPeaks Team Together to 

Build a Habitat House in Charlotte.   
 
Family, Friends and Staff worked together for 12 days to build 

and pay for a complete Habitat House.  Habitat is one of the 
many charitable organizations the Sports Connection family 

has supported over the past 30 years. 
 

  
 
 



Sports Connection and Sports & Fitness Sell All 
Seven Sports & Fitness Locations to Titan 

Fitness. 
 
Titan Fitness, based primarily in Raleigh and Texas, purchases 

all seven locations and renames them Fitness Connection. 
Fitness Connection hired Evan as a consultant for one year to 

help with the transition. 
 

Sports Connection becomes a landlord to Fitness Connection at 
Ballantyne, Northlake, and Indian Trail, and Evan becomes a 

landlord at the University and Lake Norman locations. 
 

Allan and Kelly Haseley are now 60% owners and Evan Miller 
40% owners of all remaining Sports Connection entities. 

 

 
 



Sports Connection-Northlake is Renovated 
Again in September. 

 
The 13-year old large indoor turf field was removed and 

replaced with a smaller, boarded 12,000 sqft. soccer field with 
new turf. With the extra space, Sports Connection added a new 

Café Area, Kitchen, more Bouncers, Bumper Cars, a Climbing 
Wall, and an additional Volleyball Court. 

 

           
 
 

 
 



Sports Connection-Granite Street is Renovated 
by Adding a Fifth Volleyball Court and 

Installing New Turf on the Soccer Field and 
Resizing the Soccer Field to Match Northlake. 

 

 
 



2013 
 

Allan & Kelly Partner with John Lytton & 
Performance Unlimited to Take Over the 

Carmel Road Location.   
 

Performance Unlimited offers Adult Fitness and Speed & 
Agility Programs for Youth with a focus on Soccer and Lacrosse 

Players. Performance Unlimited became the official Fitness 
Trainers for CJV.  The Haseley family and friends continue to 
work out at the Carmel location with Performance Unlimited.  

 

 
 

 



Allan and Kelly Purchase Evan’s Ownership 
Shares of ALL Jointly Owned Entities. 

 
With the seven Fitness Centers sold a year ago and Evan’s 

consultant role coming to an end, a change in roles, 
responsibilities, and the future as partners was needed. Evan 
and Allan agreed on the value of all holdings, and since Evan 

had no real interest in taking over the day-to-day management 
of Sports Connection, Evan chose to sell.  The buy out was a 

win-win for all involved. Allan and Evan continue to 
communicate on business and personal issues and play 

Pickleball together each week. 

 



2014 
 

Northlake Is Renovated Again. 
 
The new soccer field was removed because of its lack of growth 
potential and was replaced with 2 new volleyball courts, a new 
downstairs Laser Tag Arena, a Ropes Course, an upstairs Turf 

Sports Area, and a larger kitchen and oven. 

 

 
 

   



Sports Connection Creates Granite Residential, 
LLC to Buy and Manage Local Rental Properties 

for Sports Connection Managers to Live. 
 
Many Sports Connection managers and staff are young people 
who typically rent (versus owning) and do not often want to 
sign a long-term conventional rental lease. They often also 

have challenges raising the deposits required to rent a house 
or apartment and deposits or guarantees for the utilities and 

other start up expenses. Sports Connection / Granite 
Residential has owned many rental houses, condos and town 

homes and currently rents them on a month to month basis to 
employees at a fair market rent rate, but no deposits or 

personal guarantees are required.  
 



2015 
 

Sports Connection Reunites with Guillermo 
Uribe, Ten Years Later, to Create Carolina 

Futsal and Renovates Granite Street to 
Accommodate More Volleyball Courts AND 

Futsal Courts for Training and Leagues.  
 

Futsal is the only indoor "soccer" game sanctioned by FIFA and 
is proven to develop better skills and promotes quality 

touches. Since Futsal is played without walls, on a Sport Court 
surface, the partnership between Carolina Futsal and Carolina 
Juniors Volleyball was a perfect match to maximize the many 

Sport Court courts at Granite Street and Northlake. 
 

 
 



 Granite Street is Renovated once again and 
adds 4 MORE Volleyball Courts for the Growing 

Carolina Juniors Volleyball Program. The CJV 
Club now has 9 Indoor Volleyball Courts in 
South Charlotte and 4 in North Charlotte.   

 
The artificial field-turf was covered with 400 sheets of 

plywood and then with new Sport Court for the new Volleyball 
Courts. Sports Connection was not convinced the CJV Club 

would need all the new volleyball courts, so was not ready to 
remove the turf….just yet.  

 
 

     
Turf               Sport Court 

 

Click or Paste Link Below In Browser To View Time Lapse Video  
Of Plywood & Sport Court Installation 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2rU5RSsURWg  
 

 
9 Volleyball Courts (4/2/3), 2 Futsal Courts, 1 Turf Field 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2rU5RSsURWg


Carolina Juniors has Largest Number of  
Players for Tryouts ever in 2015 and Forms 

the Most Teams in the Club’s 20-Year History.  
 

CJV has over 4000 different players on 28 National & Regional 
Teams, 123 Gold & Silver Teams and hundreds of others 

participating in Camps, Clinics, Lessons and Other Programs. A 
master plan for the long-term future of CJV Club is developed 

and new full time directors, coaches and staff are hired to 
develop CJV into the top Volleyball Club in the Southeast. 

   
CJV Leadership 

Savannah Linduff - Director 
 

Zoe Bell - Director National & Regional Teams 
Brian Rosen - National & Regional Teams-South; Player Development 

Wade Pearce - National & Regional Teams-North; Strength & 
Conditioning 

 

Tim Leary - Gold, Silver Bronze Teams, Camps; Assistant Director 
Alexandra Fleagle - Gold, Silver Bronze Teams, Camps; Assistant 

Director 
 

Carrie Christian - Retired, Current Board Member 
Suzie Pignetti - Retired, Current Board Member 

 

Allan & Kelly Haseley - Sports Connection Owners 
 

 



Sports Connection Celebrates 
20th Anniversary.  

1995 - 2015 
 

150 Friends, Family and Staff help celebrate Sports 
Connection’s 20th Anniversary in June 2015. Karen (who 

designed all the company’s early logos), creates a quilt from T-
shirts from the past 20 years! The party was held at Sports 

Connection-Ballantyne Family Entertainment Center. 
 

  

  

  
 
 


